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Kansas City Officials Association 

General Membership Meeting Minutes
December 7, 2011 7:05 pm – 8:25 pm
Independence Events Center
Members Present (13): Tom Awe, Rich Baggett, Bruce Diggett*, Pat Feltman, Brad Holcomb, Donny Josephson*, Ron Paynter, Don Peterson, Tony Pizzutelli, Jeff Primovic*, Dave Rosinski, Bob Seymour, Ken Vokac
*Board Member
I. Welcome, Agenda Review

Jeff Primovic, Board Secretary, welcomed members and reviewed the agenda. 
II. Treasurer’s Report

Bruce Diggett, Board Treasurer, provided each attendee with the December 1, 2011 KCOA Financial Statement. 
a. Timeliness of Payment: There was significant discussion about timeliness of officials being paid. It was noted that Board members and a select few other officials have not yet been paid for October games worked, but that nearly all other officials had been paid. Bruce outlined issues being encountered in collecting fees from customers, and many suggestions were provided, including ways in which reserves can be built up to minimize any delays in payment to officials for games worked. The Board was asked to do due diligence and report back to the membership.
b. Dues: Per previous action by the Board, dues for the 2011-2012 season will be $40 for adults and $20 for students (includes college students); this amounts to approximately one game fee and is unchanged from the 2010-2011 season. Dues will be taken from the November pay sheets (games worked in November and paid in December). Members offered suggestions for dues and asked the Board to consider options to be brought to the membership for discussion prior to the 2012-2013 season.

III. USA Hockey Report
Pat Feltman, Local USA Hockey Supervisor of Officials, provided a report to the members:

a. He has completed all work relative to registrations for the 2011-2012 season resulting from the seminars; all those who have completed all requirements should now have their current crest.
b. Pat noted that all officials must wear the current USA Hockey crest; those that wear an out-dated one may be subject to disciplinary actions.
c. Pat indicated it is the KCOA’s responsibility to schedule officials based on the level of the game and the rating of the officials available; it is not acceptable that coaches indicate who they do or don’t want officiating their games. There was significant member discussion about this issue. Ultimately, Pat suggested that KCOA leadership and schedulers need to support this stance, and he would like the KCOA Board to communicate this to all coaches.

d. Lastly, Pat reminded everyone that officials need to stick together and work as a team on the ice.

IV. Board Nominations
Jeff reviewed current Board members’ status and indicated three (3) positions will be available when elections are held in Spring 2012 (Board positions are for a two-year term):
Mike Kempkes (President), Bruce Diggett (Treasurer) and Jeff Primovic (Secretary) will end their terms; they are each in the second year of their current term and are also in their second consecutive term and are not eligible for re-election.

Donny Josephson (Vice President), Bob Collier, Stephen Reneau and Jim Zoretic are in the first year of their term and will continue on the Board in 2012-2013.

Members in good standing can be recommended or be self-nominated by sending an email to kcoaboard@gmail.com. 
V. General Discussion

a. Member Involvement/Communication: the low turnout for the meeting was noted, including the fact that less than half the Board members were present and a quorum of the membership was not achieved. Members voiced many reasons why this might be the case. They also indicated there was little communication coming from the Board, and that posting information to the KCOA website was not sufficient. The Board was asked to consider a monthly email to the membership and to discuss other means to improve general membership involvement and communication.

b. Seminars: the members engaged in discussion regarding scheduling and timing of seminars. After discussion, Pat Feltman and Brad Holcomb agreed to take proactive leadership of the issue, work to make more seminars available earlier Fall 2012 and to inform the KCOA Board where it can provide assistance.
VI. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.

_______________________________________

Respectfully submitted by Jeff Primovic, Secretary
